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It is more than 6 months since our last newsletter and although the schools and IT 

training centre have been closed since late March, we have still been busy so that 

when they can open again the remaining nursery classrooms will be ready and the 

IT courses can start again. 

 

The nursery classrooms .. 

Our aim for 2020 is to complete an upgrade of all the nursery classrooms and provide appropriate early 

learning resources to allow the youngest children to have a good start to their education. So far we have 

managed to complete 4 classrooms, the walls are painted and then decorated by one of the local retired 

teachers, the floor has good quality carpet with underlay and there are bright tables for the children to 

work on. The number of nursery children varies from 4 to 25 but their classrooms will have the same locally 

sourced materials delivered for us by the local milkman who travels daily from Pokhara to Ghachok. 

The nursery classroom at Shree Himalaya Danfe basic school showing the changes made with our funding  

 

We are currently organising the decoration of two more nursery classrooms thanks to support from the 

Church of our Saviour in the Hague. Sukla Ghandaki and Balkallyan schools will have a delivery of carpets 

and tables by the end of the month once Girendra has worked his magic on the walls. Building work has just 

started at Shree Sarada school and we will ensure that they also receive support to complete their 2 

nursery classrooms once the new building is complete. 

 

Nursery resources .. 

We have a basic list of resources that we want all the schools to have to support early learning for children 

aged 3 - 5 years.  Earlier this year we sourced resources for the nursery classrooms. Some materials were 

donated, others came from the local second hand charity shops or were bought online from ebay. When the 

sellers find out where their items are going they have frequently added extra free materials for us to send. 

We chose resources that should last for years and will not degrade in the damp climate. We have already 

sent 8 boxes of wooden games and puzzles including dominoes, Memory, ABC playmats and clocks. Each 10 kg 

box costs us €56 but the quality of the materials is good and we have not been able to source them in 

Nepal. Hopefully they can be put to good use soon. 

 

Training for the nursery teachers … 

Resources for the annual training sessions we had planned for April 2020 were all ready to use but then we 

had to cancel due to Covid 19. As an alternative we asked Pema Sherpa, who works tirelessly to support the 

schools we work with, if she would like to take part in training at the ECEC in Kathmandu  

 



(ECEC is the Early Child Education Centre). Our ex colleague Linda Grieve, who conveniently lives in 

Kathmandu and teaches there, recommended the course. Pema jumped at the chance and spent  

5 days training thanks to the generosity of one of our team. Pema has also unpacked 

and organised the nursery resources and studied the training booklet and resources 

produced for us by the local printer in Pokhara. All we need now is for the schools to 

reopen so that the resources can be delivered and Pema will organise 2 days training 

for the nursery teachers to show them how they can use the materials with the 

children. As Pema can do this in Nepali it should be clearer for all the nursery 

teachers. She visits the schools regularly to see how things are going and to offer her 

support so we rely heavily on her input and feedback to guide us. Here she is ... 

 

Update on the IT training centre ..  

We are planning to continue with the training courses as soon as it 

is possible to open the centre again. We have a list of people 

registered to follow the basic course already completed by 60 

participants, as well as nearly 40 wanting to continue with the 

advanced course. We are ready to have the internet installed to 

support the next stage in the training. All this depends on the 

lockdown being lifted to allow groups to meet in one building.  

Meanwhile it is being kept clean and tidy by one of the local ladies. 

 

Once the training courses have been completed the centre will become available for several different uses. 

Some schools are too far away for their teachers to take part in daily classes. We plan to run short 

intensive courses for them over several days with accommodation at Annapurna Mon Village during holiday 

periods. Local teachers in the village of Ghachok will be able to book space in the centre for their classes 

under the supervision of a designated teacher/trainer. Access to the computers will be in great demand as 

the local schools do not have their own computer facilities or internet access.  

 

The centre is open to everyone regardless of age, gender, 

caste or religion and will offer access to valuable online 

skills that they can use in their future education or 

businesses. For the future this is where we will continue to 

focus our support as we believe it has the biggest impact on, 

and creates more opportunities, for the whole community. 

 

How are we continuing to raise funds? ... 

The lockdown has meant that we have not been able to raise funds as we have done in the past. We still 

have a small number of regular donors but sales of baked goods and any public market sales is not possible 

at the moment. We have raised funds by the sale of shopping bags and most recently some very attractive 

face masks. This time last year we raised just over € 2,000 with our sponsored walk but that again has been 

cancelled, maybe next year? We have been selling some second hand clothes, toys, furniture and household 

items on ebay to maintain our monthly commitments.  

 

Our main concern at the moment is to ensure that the IT training centre can continue to operate as our 

partner NGO, Aama smirti, currently has no income. Normally a share of the income earned from Basanta 

Dawadi’s businesses would finance charity work including the running of the IT centre; 

 See - http://www.annapurnamonvillage.com/ and Himalayan Frontiers Nepal. 

 

So, if a trekking holiday in the beautiful Annapurna Conservation Area is on your bucket list now is the time 

to consider a visit. The new international airport at Pokhara should be completed in 2021 giving faster 

access to this amazing area and the unspoilt human and natural environments.  The income from tourists is 

absolutely essential to supplement the income of the local people through the homestays, 

trekking guides and carriers. You will be guaranteed a very warm welcome.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.annapurnamonvillage.com/


Other activities still going on during the lockdown …   

There are several members of the Teach Nepal Project team that are not able to travel to 

Nepal with us although they would love to.  

 

Here is Sue Colvin, our treasurer and producer of bags and, most 

recently, facemasks to keep us all safe.  

 

 We also have some other very talented ladies doing their bit towards supporting our 

projects. Another ex colleague, Gill Steele, who returned to the UK several years ago 

and her Mum have been busy knitting jumpers for the nursery children and for a family 

we support in Ghalel. Here is Gill’s Mum, Mrs Sylvia Davey, producing some beautiful hand knitted jumpers. 

Gill stitches them together and once we are sure that it is safe to send them 

they will be packed up and posted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  
 

Lovely warm jumpers ready for the winter... 

 
 
 

Delivery of 10 more cooking stoves … 

 

As we are so busy with the schools and the IT centre it is easy to forget that we actually had 10 more 

cooking stoves delivered at the end of 2019. The stoves were produced at the metal workshop in Pokhara 

and Basanta arranged for their delivery. The stoves reduce the amount of smoke in the houses and use far 

less fuel than the traditional open fires. We hope to have some more photos of the stoves installed in the 

kitchens once the lockdown ends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditional cooking methods  House fires are also caused by cooking on an open fire inside.   

create smoke causing unhealthy  Unfortunately this happened to a family we support resulting in food  

conditions in the kitchens. The  and clothing being destroyed, as well as destroying the roof of the  

stoves are made at a metal  house. We were able to support some of the recovery through the 

workshop in Pokhara. generosity of several donors and action taken in Nepal. 

 

 



Here are some views at the metal workers workplace in Pokhara … making our cooking stoves 

 

 

The stoves are installed 

in the ground and 

connected to a pipe that 

takes harmful smoke out 

of the building. 

 

Apart from three 

cooking rings there is 

also a small slot for 

toasting bread!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and here are some families 

receiving their new cooking 

stoves …. 

Loaded up ready for delivery .. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collecting the stove in a doko basket.. 

 
Finally …. A big thank you to those of you who continue to support us and follow our progress. Hopefully by 

the time the next newsletter is posted we will be on our way to Nepal for the annual 

training - until then stay safe and keep up to date with our work on the website blogs.

 

 


